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Abs�olute music: instrumental music, as a concerto or string quartet, that draws no in-
spiration from or makes no reference to a text, program, visual image, or title and 
that exists solely in terms of its musical form, structure, and elements

Ban�d: An orchestra without strings (also called “concert  band”) 

Bat�on: The small white stick used by the conductor to beat time. He also leads the 
orchestra with gestures and eye contact from the podium.

Bea�t: The strong pulse in each measure. For example, 1- 2 is a walking beat; 1-2-3- is the 
beat of a waltz.

Con�certmaster: The leader of the string section. He/she is responsible for marking 
the directions of bow strokes in the score for the string players. He/she sits to the 
left of the conductor and enters just before him. He/she directs the oboe play the 
note “A” for tuning the orchestra. 

Colour: see “Tone Colour” below.

Concerto: A composition for a solo instrument and orchestra.

Crescendo: The gradual increasing of the volume of sound. 

Dampen: to soften the sound

Diminuendo: The gradual decreasing of the volume of sound.

Dyn�amics: Volume levels in music. “Dynamic markings” — the words added to the 
score by the composer to describe the level of volume — include piano (quiet), 
mezzopiano (medium quiet), mezzoforte (medium loud) and forte (loud). 

Folk Songs: Songs that are specific to a particular country or region.

Har�mony: When more than one note sounds at the same time. Chords are created by 
selecting certain notes and playing them together; they can influence the feel of a 
piece.

Hornpipe: A traditional sailor’s dance.

Imp�ressionism: A style of music and art characterized by a vague representation of 
the subject.

Mel�ody: The “tune” of the piece; the melody is the part of the music you might hum 
to yourself long after the concert. Notes are connected by a series of steps and 
skips, called intervals. The melody moves through them or by leaping between 
the notes.

Moo�d: all of the elements that come together to create the overall effect, of mood, of 
the music.

Mov�ement: A section of a piece of music: for example, a symphony usually has 4 
movements and a concerto will have 3.

Nati�onalism: A style of music influenced by forms and techniques specific to a  
country (for example, elements of folk music)

Ope�ra: A drama in which the actors sing and are accompanied by an orchestra. It was 
invented at the beginning of the 17th century in Italy.

Oratorio: An opera without staging.

Orc�hestration : The process of assigning musical notes to the various instruments in 
the orchestra.

Piece:  A musical composition is often referred to as a “piece of music”, or just “a piece.”

Pitch: The high or low level of a note relative to the whole scale.

Pizzicato:  The effect made when one plucks the string of an instrument.

Pro�gramme music: music intended to convey an impression of a definite series of  
images, scenes, or events 

M u s i c a l  t e r m s
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Ree�d: In wind instruments, the thin piece of cane that is attached to a mouthpiece. It 
vibrates to create the sound. Single reed instruments are the clarinet and saxo-
phone. Double reed instruments: oboe, English horn and bassoon.

Rhythm: The pulse of the music

Sco�re: The written music of every instrument of the orchestra that the conductor 
reads while conducting.

Staccato: The style of playing or singing that creates a short, crisp detached sound.

Tem�po is the speed at which a piece of music is played. Some different tempos used 
by composers are:

        �Allegro means fast; add moderato and it is just moderately fast.  
Vivace or French Vif means lively. 
Andante is fairly slow – at a walking pace.  
Tempo di valse means in waltz time. 
Largo means slow and broad.

Ton�e Poem: A symphony that tells a story, usually in one movement (also, “symphonic 
poem”)

Tre�molo: An effect on string instruments where one bows rapidly back and forth on a 
single pitch. 

Trill: An effect where one alternates rapidly between two pitches.

Vib�ration: Made when air passes across a reed or through the lips, or when a bow is 
drawn across a string, creating a rapid quivering movement.

Wo�rk: A word which is often used to refer to a piece of music, usually a larger  
composition (ie. “The Moldau” is part of a larger work by Smetana calls Ma Vlast).

B o o k s  a n d  W e b  S i t e s
Books Students may enjoy.
Many books for children as well as good videos and CDs help everyone understand 
how music can be a delightful experience. The first five books deal with listening.

Blackwood, Alan, The Orchestra (Brookfield CT: Millbrook Press 1993)

Ga�nneri, Anita, The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra (New York: Harcourt Brace, 
1997)

Hau�sherr, Rosemarie, What Instrument is this? (Scholastic Canada Ltd., 2000)

Hayes, Ann, Meet the Orchestra (Harcourt Trade Publishers, 2001)

Kei�llor, Elaine, Music In Canada Capturing Landscape and Diversity (McGill-Queen’s 
University Press 2006)

Kla�mpen, V. Van & Eugen, IC, Orchestra Animals (Scholastic Canada, 1989)

Ko�scienlniak, Bruce, The Story of the Incredible Orchestra (Houghton Mifflin, 2000) 
Excellent book

McPhail, David, Mole Music (New York: McPhail, 1999)

Meyrick, Kathryn, The Lost Music: Gustav Mole’s War on Noise (Whispering Press, 1992)

Mil�lman, Isaac, Moses Goes to a Concert (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1998) A terrific book 
about how hearing impaired children enjoy the concert experience.

O Canada Our National Anthem (Scholastic Canada Ltd.2003)

Parker, Josephine, Music from Strings (Connecticut: Millbrook Press, 1992)

Rub�in, Mark and Daniel, Alan, The Orchestra (Groundwood, 1984) Recorded by Peter 
Ustinov

Savage, Steve, The Billboard Book of Rhythm (Watson-Guptill Pubns, 1998)
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B o o k s  a n d  W e b  S i t e s

Internet Resources
Resources on the Internet:
www.artsalive.ca/en/mus (English) or: www.artsalive.ca/fr/mus (French)

This site contains a wealth of information about the orchestra, instruments, seating 
charts etc. It also has detailed information about music and many of the composers 
featured at the concert. There is an area for teachers: www.artsalive.ca/mus/visitorcen-
tres/teachers.html as well as areas for parents, students, young artists and children.

Online information about water (facts on page 28 from these sites)
www.lenntech.com/water-trivia-facts.htm

www.bbc.co.uk/weather/features/understanding/deluges.shtml

www.bcbearing.com/publications_and_reports/pdfs/bcbv8_2_kauai.pdf

Other informative sites:
Playmusic: http://www.playmusic.org

New York Philharmonic’s “Kids’ Zone”: www.nyphilkids.org

San Francisco Symphony Orchestra’s “SFSKids”: www.sfskids.com

Several BBC sites: www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/music/make (instructions on how to make 
some simple instruments for children from 4 to 11 years.).

Sheet music from Canada’s past www.collectionscanada.ca/sheetmusic/ 

blackhistorycanada.ca/

The Encyclopedia of Music in Canada www.collectionscanada.ca/emc/index-e.html 

Jazz Roots www.jass.com/

The Canadian Encyclopedia with links to the Encyclopedia of Music in Canada 
and the Youth Encyclopedia sites  www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.
cfm?PgNm=HomePage&Params=A1

African American Heritage in Classical Music  chevalierdesaintgeorges.homestead.
com/index.html

Library and Archives Canada  www.collectionscanada.ca/index-e.html

African Canadian online www.yorku.ca/aconline/music.html

There are also many teachers’ areas, such as:
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/ 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/ks4/bitesize_music.shmtml ;

www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/schools/4_11/potato/music.shtml

www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/schools/4_11/music/mm/index.shtml

www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/schools/4_11/music/mm/teachers/

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/11_16/music.shtml

The Windsor Symphony Orchestra site is: www.windsorsymphony.com



Evaluation form – H2O
1) �Please indicate how much the concert was enjoyed by you and your students. Use the rating of 6 for most 

enjoyable and 1 for least.
		  least 										          most
		  1 		  2 		  3 		  4 		  5 		  6

2) �Please indicate the helpfulness of the Windsor Symphony Orchestra staff. Use the rating of 6 for most help-
ful and 1 for least.

		  least 										          most
		  1 		  2 		  3 		  4 		  5 		  6

3) Name the top three things that were most useful to you from the Teacher’s Resource Kit.
  a) ___________________________________________________________________________________

  b) ___________________________________________________________________________________

  c) ___________________________________________________________________________________

4) �Did the price of seats ($6.00 per student, including GST, one free seat for each eight student seats 
reserved) affect your decision to attend the concert? Use the rating scale of 6 for most important and 1 for 
least.

		  least 										          most
		  1 		  2 		  3 		  4 		  5 		  6

5) �Please tell us how satisfactory the booking methods were. Use the rating scale of 6 for most effective and 1 
for least.

		  least 										          most
		  1 		  2 		  3 		  4 		  5 		  6

6) Please feel free to add your comments and suggestions here.

Thank you for your interest in the Windsor Symphony Orchestra’s Educational Concerts
Fax this form to 519-973-0764


